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El ght eent h-century
Britainand its Enpire

e concept of an‘Bnglish’ or evenof a
I ‘Bitish enpirehasbeeninuseat | east
fromthe sixteenthcentury. Wt theterm
t hen conveyed was of course very different
fromwhat it was to convey i n noder n ti nes.
By t he nid-ei ght eent h century, however,
cont enpor ari es wer e begi nni ng t o envi sage
enpireinthevay that it vastobe envi saged by
theMctaiasa inthetvertiethcentury. Bpire
for laee gteethcetuyopnon asfor laer
gereraions o Bitishpegd e neat Bitishrue
exercisedover agreat extent of territoryanda
verywdeveriety of peodesadl over thed doe.
Inspted itslaglife eveninarecoyisddy
nodernform study andwi tingabout the Bitish
enpi re and t eachi ng about i n schod s and hi gher
education tendto focus strongly onlate
ni neteenth-century ‘inperiaism or onthe
tventiethcentury andthe end of enpire. There
are, hovever, vel cone signs of growng i nterest
inearlier periods. Thee giteenth century, and
especid lythesecodhd f of it, certanynerits
theattetionthet it isnowbeg mingtoget.
Inthehistoryof Bitishinperia expansion
the ei ghteenth century vas the fornat i ve phase
insettingthepetternfar thefuuweemire There
was ahuge grovthinBitishtradewthNorth
Anericaandalargevo une of mgrationthere.
Bot h were t o accel erat e t hroughout t he
nneteathcentury, but anenpired rdeinMNrth
Americasouthof thedthparal lel wastoprove
epheneral . The thirteen col oni es and nuch of
thenewterritory very recently added to them
passed out of Bitishpaitica cotrd wththe
Aeri can Reva ution. Ghthe other hand, a huge
newenpi re of ru ewas bel ngcreated at the sane
tineinessterninda Bitishruevesshortlyto
engu f therest o thesub-cotinent adtointrude
inoSoutheast Asia 1n1788apernanent Bitish
presencein Austral asi awas establ i shed by the
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fleet that took thefirst convictsto Botany Bay i n NewSout h Vel es.
Further settlenents aroundthe Austral i an coast and i n NewZeal and
vou dfdlow Inshort, bytheendof theei gnteenthcentury the autlines
veredreadyinpaced aBitishemirethat vesolytobesigificatly
enl arged i n newdi recti ons by the | at e ni net eent h-cent ury and post -
Frst Viorl d Ver partitions. Bitishinvd venent intheenpirethat vas
bengcrestedinthel aer @ gteenthcenturyves a | east asinemnseasin
anylater period Bidenced thisinvd venent i sovervhel minginterns
of theproportionof overseastradegongtotheenpire, theattention
giventoit by governnent and parlianent, the conmtnent toit of
mlitary and naval forces, theva une of enigrati onandthe aniti ons
of sections of Bitishsociety for enpl oynent there, andtheextent to
whi chaw der publicwas suppliedwthnateria about it inthepress
and i n books.

Changing Concepts of Empire

A thebeginmingof theei ghteenthcentury thetermBiti shenpire had
various connotations. |t was used todescribethe unionafter 1603 under
acommon crom of Irel and, Scotl and and Egland or theintegrati on of
Scot | and and Engl and under the Act of Lhion of 1707. It was al so
recogni sedthat the Ehglishcromnhad anenpirein Awericawththe
Vst | ndianand North Anerican‘ plantations’. Fnaly, the Ehgish
nonar chy ¢l al ned a donini on over theseas. Thiswasinpart alegdistic
cdamothesessroudtheBitishlsles, but it ves d soaboest about the
capaci ty of Englishtrade and shi ppi ng, supported by Engl i sh naval
pover, to domnatethe conmerce of al theworl d s oceans. For early
e ghteenth-century gpinionthe Bitishenpirevas very nichanatter of
seshornetradeadnavad pover. It vesan‘empired thedeep, a‘ domnion
of theseas’. Thepurpose of thecd onesvastoaugnent Bitain strade
by suppl yi ng conmedi ties that couldnot beproducedinBitainandto
act asanarket for Bitishnanufactures. It vas abelligerent enpirein
the sense that British naval power was popul arly regarded as an
i nstrunent t o break doan obst acl es pl aced by ot her Buropean povers to
the spread of Bitish conmerce. Force shou da sobeusedtoresist the
pretensions of Britain'srivas, aboveall of France, toworld-wde
donnationor ‘universal nonarchy’, asit vas call ed The accepted vi ew
o Bitansrdeintheverldvesthe it hednosuchanitionsfor itsdf.
Largeterritoria conguests invol vi ngthe subj ugation of i ndi genous
peopl es woul d be abhorrent, evenif these zureof thetradingports or
plantati oncd onies of other povers might bealegitinate dyject of ver.
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Uhderlyingtherhetoric of anearly e ghteenth-century British oversessvwou dinevitad yleadtoauthoritarian

naritineenpirevastheinsistencethet it was anenpire of freedom If rueat hone. Yet nore and nore Briti shpeopl e
the ensl aved Aricans or the lrishand nati ve Aneri cans who had been inthelater e ghteenthcentury canetobel i eve
d spossessedintheprocess of platati onvereconveni ently forgatten, it that Bitanvas endonedwthavirtuethat the
Was an enpi re nade up of conmuni ties of Rrotestant Bitishpeopl e on anci ent enpires had | acked. As early as 1763 a
both sides of the Alantic, enjoyingthe Bxglishinheritanceof civil letter toanevepeper pantedout thet theBitish
rights andrepresentati ve governnent andtherel i gi ous freedomdeened enpi re now nat ched t he Ronan one ‘ both i n
tobeinherent inRaotestantism It vas axi onatic that the freedomand pover andextent of territory’, but that it vas
the conmerci al prosperity of the
enpi re vere | i nked t o one anot her .
The security of anenpireof free
peopl e depended oni ts navy, not on
garrisons drawn froma regul ar
standing arny, initself the
imstrunant o despaticrde Asapoet
inBxston, Mssachusetts, put it:

Qur thundering Navy bol d
Anfoi ti on checks,

And bear s chasti zi ng engeance
on her Decks;

Those dreadf ul Bul war ks wear
great ERE S Gause,

G Honour, Justice, Rroperty and
Lavs. !

Thisrhetoricof afree, naritine,
conmercial Britishenpirewasto
keepnuchof itsforceinthelater
e ghteenth century and vel | beyond,
but adfferent kindof enpire, besed
onthe conquest of territoryandthe
i ncorporati on of peopl es, who vere
neither Bitish nor Rratestant, nor
theinheritors of institutions
supposed! y guar ant eei ng f reedom
ves a so oonhng i ntoexistence. The This 'cartoon of 1738 reﬂ(?cts rese'ntment at the failure of Wal[)c:le's government to .enforc'e Britain’s
. . , ‘empire of the seas’ against Spain. Walpole prevents the British lion from rescuing sailors from
turning poi nt vias H’E Seven Years slavery. In the background Captain Jenkins loses his ear and the Spanish fire on British ships.
Velr, fornal |y lastingfroml7s6to Courtesy of the Trustees of The British Museum
1763, and the events i nmedi at el y
ateritininda Anewave dof conquestsfdlonedthirtyyearslaterin ‘wthinthereach o the sci ence of govermert to
the French Reval uti onary and Napol eoni c Vérs. As aresult of these keep[Bitan fromhelikedestruction thet had
vaves of conquest, theBritishru edover Gthdic Fench Gred ans, for befd | en Fone. 2 I t ves possi bl efar theBitishto
atineover greatly increased nunters of nati ve Aneri cans, over Dutch ru eather peop enore or | ess despati cal |y but
and A ri can peopl es at the Gape and, through the East | ndi a Gonpany wthjustice and beneval ence and at the sane
over ml lions of Hndus and Misl i ns. The newsubj ects of the British tine for themsuccessful ly toresist the
enpi re were for the nost part deened not tobe suitedto British corruptions of power. Those who had been
institutions of representati ve governnent nor tothe personal freedons reforning the Bast | ndi a Gnpany’ s gover nnent
of the Bnglishcommonlaw Theywererdedinnareor | ess authoritarian inBengal congratul ated thensdl ves that they hed
vays under Britishgovernors, but vere guaranteedthe use of their own beenabl etofound ‘ the security of our donni ons
systens of |awasthey verethefreedmservanced their rdigosbdiefs. andour nationd interests, ontheprosperity of
@rrisons of Bitishtroops or i nthe newlndian provinces of | ndi an the conquered country and t he happiness of its
sepoys veretheu tinate assurance of their loydty. nunerous i nhabi tants’ .
Britishopi ni onvas by no neans unani nous i nwel coning the ri se of
thisnewvorldenpire. Al thenaxi ns of ancient history, let alonea The Rewards of Empire
reed ngof GhbonsdineadF |, suggestedthat eqand ngterritorid Wit ever doutts nay have beenfd t about anempire
enpi res based on conquest were i nherent |y unst abl e and woul d out grow incressing y bui It onconouest, it vad drequirea
thecapacity of their rderstocontrd them Nreover, it vas recei ved persond unusual degree of scrud etocotenpl ete
w sdonthat afree pegd e cod d not conquer and sulyj ugat e ot her peopl es, faegingthenaterid advatagesof epirebathto
especi a |y Asi an peopl es who woul d spread t he cont agi on of despati sm themationandfor thenul titudes of ind vidud s
and | uxury tothem wthout | osingtheir omfreedom Athoritarianru e indvedinit. \&ryfewereinfact wilingtodoso
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Trade wth thevorl d out si de Burope had tvwo
inportat rdesfor pre-indstrid Bitan Inthe
first pdace, it supdiedcomnad ties, usud |y ones
not dotai nebl einErope, for Briti sh consunpti on
o for reexport fromBitantofore ghnarkets.
The nost i nportant of these conmodities were
tobeccoframMrg nia, sugar fromt he Vst | nd es,
indgoadricefronruthGrding catoncah
adrawsilkfronind a teafromGiraadat the
edd thecenturyrawcattonfromBazil andthe
Vst | ndi es. By then sone 30 per cent of Bitish
i nports were conming fromt he Aneri cas and 25
per cent fromAsia. Theinportance of the non-
Bropeanverl d, aboved | of Awerica for Bitish
exports was even nore narked. Wth British

‘The Tobacco Fleet at Anchor, Port Glasgow’. Eighteenth-century Glasgow’s
prosperity was built on the tobacco trade with the Chesapeake colonies,

Maryland and Virginia.
Reproduced courtesy of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow

manuf act uring enjoying only limted
technd og cd advatages util laeinthecetury
andwth strong protective barriers to nost
Buropean narkets, thegronth of alargely new
nar ket of prosperous whi te consuners under
Bitishcotrd inNorthAneri cavesinval usd e,
Together wihthe Vst Ind esit took nearly 60 per
cet o Bitisheqortshytheendd thecertury.

My parts of theBitishlslesbengfitedfram
tradewththeenpire. Thewesternports hand ed
alargeproportiond the Alartictrade by md
century Bristol was specialisinginthe Vést
Ind ensuger trade, Liverpod inthe Aricantrade
includ ng of coursethebu k of theslavetrade,
and @ asgowi n t abacco. London vas t he hone of
the Bast 1 ndi a Gnpany as wel | as bei ng t he bese
fromvii ch noch col onial trade vies fi nanced. The
denand of the Anerican narket powerful l'y
stinul atedthe nanufacture of netal goodsinthe
vest Md ands, of vod lend athinsaouthYorkshire
adao luxuryitensinlondon Thevest of Ird ad
didwel | out of the provisiontradeacrossthe
Alatic, aboved!l for the Vst | ndies. Vkiet her
theprofits of cd onid tradevere pl oughed back
into newi ndustries or theinfrastructure of
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comon cati ons onascd esufficient tostinod ateindustridisationrenains
largd y unproven, except incertainspecificaress, likethehinterl and of
Gasgowi nvestern Satl and, weretheevidenceisd ear.

Inthe seventeenth century | arge nunioer s of poor nigrants fromt he
Britishlsles had been shi pped as servants togpen up | and i nt he Vigst
Ind esandinthesouthernnai nl and co onies. Bythe e giteenthcentury
the | abour forceinthese areas cane nostly fromAfrica Uhskilled
| abourers and convi cts verestill beingsent fromBita ntoAwrica but
emgrants tended i ncreasi ngly t o be peopl e vho nigrat ed nore or | ess
vo untarilyinhopes of inprovingtheir [ot. Vacant | andvas the grest
attractioninNorth Anerica especidly after theFenchhadbeenrad | ed
beck fromtheBitishfrotiersafter theSevenYears' V. Soecd atarsin
Bitainandthe co onies conpetedavidy for | and grants and t hey and
ner chant ent repreneur s encour aged newsettl ers fromBritaintocross
the Alantic. Thelargest nunbers cane fromnorthernirel and and from
Satlad, especid |y fronthe Hghl ands, after the
SvenYears V. Inspitedf ferocious nortaity
through di sease, the Vst Indies al soattracted
mgrantswo, oftenstartingasclerks, craftsnen
o slaedivers, hopedtobeconep aters. Astrade
devel oped and town | i f e becane i ncreasi ngl y
sophi sti cat ed, antoi tious young nal es went to
Aericatotrytoset uptheir ombusi nesses or to
att asfactasa agetsfa Bitishnerchat houses.
There were al so i ncreasi ng opportuni ties for
professi onal peopl e, |awers and above a | the
doct or s who cane out of the Scotti sh nedi cal
schod s i nsuch quarti ti es.

InAsiaopportunities for Buropean nigrants
veredviowslylimted thereveslittl e denandfor
Eropean | abour, gpart frommlitary | abour, and
conmer ci @ opportunitiesvererestrictedbythe
nonopol y of the East | ndi a Gonpany. Yet such
oportunities astherevere cod d be spectacu arly
lucrative It vas possi bl efor Eropean nerchants,
often t he enpl oyees of the Gonpany, totrade
profitably under the Gonpany’ s unforel | a, and var and t he conquest of
Indianprovincesinthelater e ghteenth century nade the fort unes of
arny officersandadmni stratarswovereintheright placea therigt
tine. Robert Give, woleft Indavorthnearly ha f anillion pounds,
becane anat ori ous exanpl e of thespoil s of enpire. Mre characteristic
thenthegeat fatunes o thefew hovever, vesthewderange of sa aried
pudl i c offices, attractivetopeod ewthanhitionstogentility, wich
the East | ndi a Gonpany coul d of fer. Wereas i nthe Aneri can or Viést
I ndi an cal oni es publ i ¢ funds vererestricted and nost of fi ces wert to
| ocal peopl e, the East | ndi a Gnpany col | ect ed a huge revenue i n
taxationand spent part of it onits own arny, whi chwas enpl oyi ng
nor e than 3000 of fi cers by the end of the ei ghteenth century, and on
itsomcivil service Sottishfamlieswvereparticuarly conmttedto
Indannlitary careers.

Enduring patterns of either pernanent emigrationor long-term
inperia servicehadbeenestablishedthat weretolink wde sections
of thepopul ationof theBitishlslestotheenpireinthefuture.
Duri ngthe ni neteenth century nass transatl anti c nigrati on, nost of
ituntil lateinthe nineteenth century totheindependent Lhited
Sates, vastooffer relief for theinpoveri shed fromlrel and and from
Bitishcities. Thasewho hopedfor their ommstakeintheland or for
agenteel career inmlitary, civil or professiona enpl oynent and
found that they coul d not nake headway at hone couldturntothe
apparent|'y bound ess acres of Ganada, Austral asiaor southern Arica
or tothe bounty of the East | ndi a Gonpany. Serviceininperial
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garrisons vas to expose nich of the Britisharnyto
longsgournsintheenpire.

The Empire in Politics

Theveal thgereratedby cdond trades hedatracted

theattenti onof Bnglish governnents fromearlyin

the severteenth cent ury. Regul ati ons were enact ed,

notabl y the Navi gati on Acts after 1660, to ensure

thet thistrade passedthrough Bg adtothe benefit

of the Engl i sh econony and revenues of t he crown.

Masures vere al sotakento provi de for the defence

of thecoloniesintineof war. The sevent eent h-

centuytraderegd ationsrenai nedessertid lyintact

t hroughout the fol | owi ng century, while the

conmitnent of Bitishresouwrcestocdond vars, a

first inNorth Anericaandthe Vst Indiesand| ater

inlindia steadilyincreased. In nakingthese

i ncreased conmit nent's, Britishmin sterswerepartly

respond ngtothe r om assessnerts of theinportance

o thecdond tradesadpartlyrespond ngtopldic

pressure Bitansadlitytohdditsomagimst its

Eluropean rival s was thought torest ingood neasure

mitscd aies. Trerevere inthefirst dace bdieved

tobecloselinks between cd oni a trade and naval

pover. @l onid trades requiredsubstantia ocearr

goi ng shi ps, thought tobe anast val uabl etrai ning

gondfa salasfo therawintined var. Secody,

cdoid tradesvereaninportant propdf thefinend d

systemthat endd ed Bitantonaintainlargearmes

adflegsadtosusidseitsdliesinvatine Log

di st ance overseas trades vere conducted onal arge

sca e, vhichnadeit relaivelyeasyfor thecromto

col | ect cust ons revenue fromt hemand al so neant

thet theyinvol ved great trad ng conpeni es andrich ‘General Johnson saving a wounded French officer from the Tomahawk of a North

i ndi vi dual nerchants wio had aninportant roleas  American Indian’.This painting by the American artist Benjamin West celebrates the

Ier[b'stog}\/errrm‘t_ a/tl‘eri]d-ei g'[eerthcertu’y victory of colonial American troops and their Indian Allies over the French in 1755 at

mnisters were convincedthat thecol onial trades the battle of Lake George.William Johnson, British agent with the Mohawks, intervenes
. . to save the French commander, Baron Diskau.

:?f&s?tfiiﬁamei a;g:gﬁé';‘:?&??é?ﬁ; Reproduced courtesy of the Derby Museums and Art Gallery.

pdicfinancesthet their defencevas amatter of thenast urgent reti odl Bitishwvar effort wasinthe Vést | ndi es not
priority. Britainnust risk ana or Europeanwar rather than suffer agai nst Revol uti onary France i n Europe. The
i ncursi ons onher overseas interests by aforei gnpover. argunent s used by nini sters to def end t he vast

Thi s vi ewwas raucousl y echoed i n publ i c debat e. A newspaper depl oynent of troops to be deci nat ed by di sease
procl ai nedin 1755 that the war then bei ngwaged i n North Aneri caves i nthe Gari bbean were t he sane as t hose used

about Wether * France shel | di spossessus of d | our cd anies, thefouta n throughout the el gteenthcentury toj ustify the
andfoundationof al our trade, wea thand naritine pover’, andthus connt nert of resourcesinthecd ones. Bitan's
whet her Britai nwoul d be reduced to bei ng a provi nce of France.® Sich navy, the heal thof her econony and her pudic
senti nents had beenthe stock of oppositionpaliticssinceearlyinthe fi nances depended onthe cd oni d trades, wi ch
e dgteathcetuy. Theyvereparticd arly a ned agai nst wet vere t hought nost a dl costsbepratected

tobemnsterid predlectiosfa thecotinetd vers adinfl ated arnies For nost of the century defence and ver rat her
Oesiredfar their omun-Bitishpurposes by Bitain' s Dkchor Hanoveri an thanthe governance of cd onesverethecd ond
kirgs. i ssues thet absorbedthe attenti onof gover mnent

Bot h publ i ¢ and gover nnent wer e agreed on t he i nport ance of and parlianent. The expansi on and

overseas var, at | east fromthe Seven Years' Ve onvards. Thenfor the dvesificaiond theemireater 1763 hovever,
first tine Anericarather than Eropebecanethenaj or thestreof var. In gaepditicad promnencetoquestionsof cd ond
the Vdr of the Anerican Revol ution Britai nfought aworl d-w de var governnent. Attenpts to bringthe Anerican
agai nst France, Spai n and the Net herl ands w t hout any Eur opean col oni es under cl oser control passed t hrough
i nvol venent except for the defence of Gbraltar. This war had been perlianent andperlianent hedtowestlewththe
triggeredby ministers’ sense, wdey sharedinthe coutry as awod e, prad ens of hoatorespodtocd onid resistance
that the secessi on of the Anericancol onies fromthe Britishenpire Ontheeveof theoutbreak of fightingin1775
vou dbefata toBitain snationd pover. Bveninthe 1790s the naj or vihet her to coerce the Aneri can cd oni es or not
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In this print of 1755, French ambitions in North America are being resisted. On the right the star of ‘universal monarchy’ falls
out of the sky while Jack Tar assures ‘Moonseer’ that the right owner of North America will soon take it back from him.
Courtesy of the Trustees of The British Museum

becane a great publicissuewthnearly 100 ventureinwi ch Bnglish, Sots and Irishningl ed. Scots were deeply
petitions or adoresses bel ng'si gned by sone 50, 000 i nval ved, fromthe huge nuntbers of sdl di ers, nany fromt he H ghl ands,
peopl e.® The degree of tol erati onextendedto recrui tedto serve abroad and of t en beconing per nanent enigrants, to
Gt hal i ci smi n Quebec i n 1774 ar oused i nt ense the nerchants and thei r agents deal i ng i nt obacco and sugar, the East
publ i ¢ debate. 1 ndi ani ssues al sot ook up nuch Ind a @npany civil servants andarny of fi cers and t he nunerous Satti sh
perlianentary tine. The extent towhi chthe East ca onia governors. The enpi re vas a so a boon t o sone anti ti ous | rish,
I ndi a Gnpany shoul d submit tostate contra in Uster peopl e vere great nigrants to Aneri cafromthe 1720s. Large
the governnent of its newprovinces ves fiercdy scal e engrati on fromt he sout h and nass recrui t nent of poor Gtha i cs
debat ed on nuner ous occasi on, cul mnatingina intotheBitisharnywerecl early under vay by the end of the century.
nga pditicd crisisinl/3inwi chagoe mart, The ansver to any questi on about howBritai n cane to be defi ned by
the Fox-Northcodl i tion, lost office ostensibly enpirew| | vary wth changes inthe popul ar perceptionof wiat enpire
because it brought forward an unaccept ably nght neanduri ngthee gteethcentury. Inthefirst b f of thecetury
draconi anreformaf the Gnpeny. Thetwo | eadi ng adfor longafter, awdeBitishpiicdoriedinBita n's apparent
servats d the @npary, Civeand Verren Hstings capecitytosustainan‘enpireof thedeep , especid |y aga nst Soani sh
bathfacedperlianertaryimui sition Hstingsba g and French enennes. The provess of Britishnaval pover outsi de B ope,
put ontria for sevenyears beforethe House of hynmed i n Janes Thonson's ‘Rile Britanid or Cavid Grrick' s * Heart
Lorcs. Anationfar theaditiond theslaetrade o GK, renforcedaBitishsensed beingafreeandprosperous as v |
first cane before parlianent in 1789 andthe asaver-likepeop e but nay not have had nany i nperia inplications,

questionvestoberepested y deetedtheredfter. inthesesed dayingintheexercised pover over peod eandterritary.
I nthe second hal f of the century the exerci se of such povwer vas
Empire and Britishness unnist akabl e. Britai nwas beconing t he newFone. An obvi ous questi on

Towhat extent didinva venent wth an overseas that fol | onedwas howfar voul dBritaininitate Foneinextendingits
enpi re change Briti shpeod es’ sense of wot hey citizenshiptothe peopl es of the enpire? Wite peoplevwholivedin
ver e? Enpi re hel ped t o cenent a conmon sense North Anericaor the Vst 1 ndi es had a vays seenthensel ves as British
o aBitishmessentracingthe Bitishlislesasa or English. They clained‘therights of Englishnen’ right uptothe
whol e. Enpi re was i ndeed a conmon British Decl aration of | ndependence in 1776. D d Briti sh peopl e reci procat €?
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Theevidenceishardtointerpret. Anongthoseworu edthe British
empireontheeve of the Rvd uti onthere seens to have beenawl | i ngness
tosee' Anaricans’ (atermby noneans yet fuly accepted) as Bitish, so
longastheyinturnacceptedthe obligations of British subjects,
obedi enceto cromn and parl i anent eventothe point of payi ngtaxes
vot ed by parl i anent. Viden Aneri cans refused thoseterns, they found a
strong body of Britishopinion evenif therewvere nany wo di ssent ed
framt, thet rg ectedthar stausasfdlond ti zams, adtd ked, as Baj ann
Fakinptit, of ‘QRSpectsinthe@ones'.”

Questi ons of commanci ti zenshi pwth Aricanstransported acrossthe
oceantoserveas sl aves under lavs erectedinBitishcd onesherd y arose
for thenass of Bitishpeod e Theati-sl avetrade canpa ghves, hovever,
pred cat ed on a conman hunani ty wth Aricans, asinthefanaus question,
“Anl not ananadabrather? Adalinnted nuner of Aricans, estinates
usual |y putting themat around 20,000inthelater e ghteenth century,
gpearedinBitan Saveryhednostand nginbBgishlaw bu wether it
vas astatus that coul dbeenforcedinBita nwas ani ssue upon wii ch,
cotrarytowet isdatensyyposed, Bitishjudgesvereuwllingtogvea
cHfintivegino Ingdted ths, eedsgtharrigtsose ‘thar’ daes
seenstohave beconeincressing yd fficdt for ‘nasters’, andafreel ack
popu ation, afewconspicuous by their ta ents and acceptanceinpdite
cirdes, nost very poor, becaneasmal | segnert o Bitishsodety. Atricde
o Indeanvisitorsremainedexaticrarities, goart fromanunber of seanen,
cdled'lascas, pariad cdlystradedinlodon BEgteathcetuyginon
vas ot prepared, any nare t han succeed ng Briti shgenerati ons voul d be,
tocotempl ateay sharingd Bitishnesswththegoperetlydien
ml i ansinthesubcatirert.

Ingenera thenetropditaninhabitants of the newFone seem
tohave beenfar nore d sposedtofind newsug ectsintheenpire
rather thenfd | onciti zens. Bitishness remai ned |l argd y cofi ned
totheBitishlsleswthconsi derad ereserveti ons about |rel and
Qher peoplesverearrangedinahierarchy of inferioritytothe
Bitish Inthee gteethcetury, gventhecotinungpers stence
o bdiefsinasing eact of creationas recordedinthe book of
@nesis, thsheacyvesradybesedonstrictlyradd criteia
Thecriteriavere usud |y dram fromconcet s of soci d evd uti on,
fromprinti ve or savage soci etiestothe pdished‘ conmercia’
soci eties of Brope (oed encetoinperid authority vas duefrom
| ess eva ved peopl e viho had cone under Britishrule Inreturn
they coul d expect beneval ent and j ust gover nnent, that woul d
geratesthentivil rigtsadsecurity o property, if nat of corse
pditicd rigts, for wichtheyveredeenedtobeufitted Intine
uder Britishru ethe peopl es of the enpiremght evenbeginto
dinbthel adder of sodid progress. Schasesed inperid nission
| ay behi nd canpai gns agai nst sl avery or toreformBritish
goverment inlnd a Thissensedf nissionves of corsebu It ona
serse of superiority andinferiority, wichvas deepgyroatedin
eighteenth-century culture; inthe Britishcaseit wvas being
poverful l'y rei nforced by the experience of enpire.

References

! QtedinDavidS Shields, Qacles of Bpire: Roetry, Politics and Conmercein
British America, 1690-1750 (Chi cago, 1990), p. 187.

2 Uoyd s Brening Post, 11-13 Juy 1763.

3 G H BrlowtolLord Gxrrval li's, 24 Qitober 1795, Rubli ¢ Record Gfice, PRQ 30/

Further Reading

TheOfordHstary of theBitishEBpire vad. |1, TheBghteenth
Cntury (ford, 1998), edited by P. J. Mrshall covers nany
aspects of theeigteathceturyemire Asitstitlesuggests, H
V. Bven Hites, Bterpriseadthe Mkingd the Biti sh Qrersess
Enhpire, 1688 1775 (Houndnil |'s, 1996) deal s wththe i nvd venent
o the Britishupper cl asses, wileKathl een W son, The Sense of
theReopl e Rdlitics, QltureandInperidisminBgd and 1715
1785 (Ganlri dge, 1995) anal yses popul ar percepti ons. An | nperi a
Sateat Wr: Britainfroml1689to 1815, edited by Lawence
S one (London, 1994) isava uabl e cd | ecti onof essays.

P J Mrshd| vesfornarly Rodes B dfessar of
Inperial Hstaryat Kng s @l | ege, London,
vher e he taught t hroughout hi s acadenic
caeer. Heistheauthor of anuner of books
oneighteenth-century Bitishindaandis
editor of the second val une of the &ford
Hstayd theBitishEpire viichded swth
thed gteethcentury. H hes been Rresi dert
o theRya Hstoricad Society froml9%to
2000.

/55, ff. 116-17. This painting by Tilly Kettle depicts an East Indian

4 These estinates are taken fromfhyl lis Deane and W A @l e, British Econonic
Gow h, 1688-1959, 2nd edn. (Ganfori dge, 1967), p. 34.
5 Nonitor, 6 Decenter 1755.

Company officer, and an Indian soldier or sepoy. In
the second half of the eighteenth century the

5 JanesE Bad ey, Fopu ar Roliti cs and the Aneri can Revol uti oni n Bri tai n (Mcon, Comp.any bl‘lilt up w!'lat amounted to a second British
1986), pp. 135-7. army in India, drawing on the huge number of men

7 GtedinP J. Mrshdl, ‘BitanadtheVirldintheEgteeth@rtuy: |1, Bitons  already accustomed to bearing arms.
and Aneri cans', Transacti ons of the Ryal Hstaricd Sxciety, Gthser., 1X(199), 11 Courtesy of the Director, National Army Museum, London.

December 2000 The Historian

17





