
THINK: Read the question: 
what is it asking you to do? 
Annotate clue words 

 How typical was your site at 
different times in it’s history? 

 

Explain why your site had local 
and national significance at 
different times in it’s history 

 

Choose a specific period in your 
site’s history. Explain what a 

reconstruction artist working on a 
picture of that time could and 

couldn’t learn from site evidence. 

 

INK: write down the three 
main points you would 
want to make here – these 
will be your paragraphs.  

 

LINK: as much site 
evidence as you can to 
each point 

 

INTERLINK: check it all over 
and plan your conclusion that 
combines all the elements to 
answer the question 
 



Significant spot 1:  
The South Transept 



As soon as you sit down: 
0Write true 

sentences 
using these 
word 
bundles  

0Include at 
least one 
meaty 
adjective for 
bonus 
points… 

Wooden 
chapel 

1136 

Stone 
church 

Cistercians 

Benedictines 

St Mary’s 

Fountains 

Warming 
room 

Arab 

connected 

Economic 

local 

Muniments 
room 

significance 

columns 

nave 

austere 

values 

Abbot’s 
house 

Power 

Earl 

‘Mitred’ 



What is the most revealing element 
of the site evidence at Fountains? 



Key Information 

0 There are some areas of the site that are particularly 
fascinating and significant in terms of what they can 
reveal about the site’s history  

 

0 We will look at one ‘Significant spot’ now and then 
look at others later in the course. 

 

0 As we talk through it, ask questions and write as 
much as you can down! 



Significant 
spot 1:  

The South 
Transept: 

Why is it so 
revealing? 

0What did we 
learn on the 
trip about this 
spot? 

 
Google SV 

Transept – what does this 
word mean? 

 
Tran +sept??  

 
(intercept?) 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@54.1099423,-1.5811525,3a,75y,180.13h,100.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sR0sFE1tYheNnafv2l3ycHA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


Evidence of the 
earliest church 



Earliest 
surviving parts 
of the church 

Google SV 

• Best examples of 
Cistercian architecture 
(what others can you 
name?) 
 

• Norman arches 
• Austere stonework – no 

carving 
• Trinity windows 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@54.1099423,-1.5811525,3a,75y,180.13h,100.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sR0sFE1tYheNnafv2l3ycHA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


Change over time 

Google SV 

 Religious significance – use 

of site, monastic day 

routines 

 Notice the double change – 

limitation of site evidence – 

we don’t know what this 

means! 

 White arcading in south 

transept – white plaster and 

white painted brick work on 

western wall of transept – 

religious significance  

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@54.1099423,-1.5811525,3a,75y,180.13h,100.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sR0sFE1tYheNnafv2l3ycHA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


Change over time 

0 SACRISTY 
extended 

 

0 More ornate 
gothic windows 

0 Symbolically, if 
not 
deliberately, 
the Trinity 
windows are 
obscured.  

Google SV 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@54.1099423,-1.5811525,3a,75y,180.13h,100.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sR0sFE1tYheNnafv2l3ycHA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


Change over time 

Google SV 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@54.1099423,-1.5811525,3a,75y,180.13h,100.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sR0sFE1tYheNnafv2l3ycHA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


 

Revealing site evidence? 

 

0 Read the photocopy  

    of page 41 of Glyn  

    Coppack’s book  

    on Fountains Abbey. 

0 What site evidence does he use? 

0 What does site evidence reveal 
for him? 

 

0 What are the limitations of his 
site evidence? 

 

 



Limitations of site evidence 

Google SV 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@54.1099423,-1.5811525,3a,75y,180.13h,100.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sR0sFE1tYheNnafv2l3ycHA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


The 5-Minute Drill 
0THINK: Read the question: what is 

it asking you to do? 

0 INK: write down the three main 
points you would want to make 
here – these will be your 
paragraphs.  

0LINK: as much site evidence as 
you can to each point 

0 INTERLINK: check it all over and 
plan your conclusion that 
combines all the elements to 
answer the question 



Use the 5 minute drill to plan 
each of these essays 

0 How typical was your site at different times in it’s 
history? 

 

0 Explain why your site had local and national 
significance at different times in it’s history 

 

0 Choose a specific period in your site’s history. Explain 
what a reconstruction artist working on a picture of 
that time could and couldn’t learn from site evidence. 



THINK: Read the question: 
what is it asking you to do? 
Annotate clue words 

 How typical was your site at 
different times in it’s history? 

 

Explain why your site had local 
and national significance at 
different times in it’s history 

 

Choose a specific period in your 
site’s history. Explain what a 

reconstruction artist working on a 
picture of that time could and 

couldn’t learn from site evidence. 

 

INK: write down the three 
main points you would 
want to make here – these 
will be your paragraphs.  

 

LINK: as much site 
evidence as you can to 
each point 

 

INTERLINK: check it all over 
and plan your conclusion that 
combines all the elements to 
answer the question 
 



Extended learning 

0Write one of these essays for extended 
learning.  

 

0Your choice! 

0Ensure you include some significant site 
evidence! 


