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A wartime postcard with a patriotic poem, ‘Our Indian Warriors’ illustrated with a Sikh cavalryman.

UKPHA Archive
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This match-boxed sized card (probably sold with a cigarette packet) shows a Sikh foot soldier
standing in front of the flag of the Viceroy of India who ruled the country for Britain. At the centre of
the flag and topped by a crown is the Star of India, a symbol of British rule. Many British people
smoked and built up collections of cards.

Courtesy Satpal Singh Lal
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The label reads ‘For the glory of the Raj (the British government in India) Indian troops charging German troops at Neuve Chapelle (a major Western Front
battle), March 1915." From ‘Deeds that thrilled the Empire’, a British book published in 1917.

Courtesy of Kulwant Singh Bahra Collection
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A Sikh soldier, Lal Singh, assists his young British officer, Lt. Smyth, to carry bombs across No Man’s
Land. Singh was one of ten Sikhs who volunteered for this mission. Nearly all of them were either
killed or seriously injured. From ‘Deeds that thrilled the Empire’, a British book published in 1917.

UKPHA Archive
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Lt. Smyth is shown leading his Sikh volunteers who crawl over dead bodies while dragging two ammunition boxes with turban cloth. This engraving, based
on the work of M. Dovaston, was published in a book called ‘Deeds that thrilled the Empire’ in 1917.

Courtesy of Kulwant Singh Bahra Collection
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This newspaper cartoon shows Belgian children making fun of German soldiers by dressing up and
pretending to be Indian soldiers. The child in front is calling on his troops to march on to Berlin, the
German capital. What is the cartoon trying to say about Indian troops even though it doesn’t show

them?

UKPHA Archive
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This newspaper print, based on a work of art by F. Sancha, shows soldiers of the British Indian Army marching to fight against the Germans in Belgium.

UKPHA Archive
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This cartoon shows soldiers from the different Allied countries who fought together with Great Britain against Germany. The soldier with the turban (the
Sikh) is from India. What is it trying to say about these countries?

© Illustrated London News Ltd/Mary Evans
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News of the arrival of Sikh troops in France reaches the British public in a popular newspaper.

Courtesy of Kanwal Madra
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THE SPHERE

AN ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER FOR THE HOME

With which is rncorporated
“BLACK & WHITE"

Volume LX1 No. 794. {

REGISTERED AT THE GENERAL

POST OFFICE AS A NFWSPAPER London, April 10, 1915 o _ Price Sixpence.

Copyrighted in the U.S.A.

DI
BENGAL LANCERS RETURNING from

IRAWN BY F. MATANIA FHOM MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY A SOLDIER WAHO WAS PRESENT AT NEUVE CHAPELLE
During the attack on Neuve Chapelle the

“PORT ARTHUR™ after the CAPTURE of NEUVE CHAPELLE
picture shows a body of Bengal

ed a very large and important part, co-operating vigorously with the British. The above
ancers returning from ** Port Arthur,” where some of the most desrrate fighting during the action was witnessed,
the position only falling into British hands at half-past-five in the evening, after

ours of continuous attack

Indian troops pla
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Indian cavalrymen returning from an attack against the Germans proudly display their trophies of
war in a popular newspaper.

UKPHA Archive
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A typical Sikh naik (corporal) of the 14th Ferozepore Sikhs, c. 1910.

Courtesy of the Council of the National Army Museum, London (acc. no. 1994-05-50-716)
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A British postcard showing an Indian Sikh cavalryman of the Deccan Horse (an Indian regiment)
charging at the Battle of the Somme on the Western Front in 1916.

Courtesy of Peter Bance Collection
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