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In 1004 King Ethelred gave a charter (an important document to do with the law) to St Frideswide’s Church in Oxford, explaining that it needed to be rebuilt. The charter says that in 1002 …





“A decree (order) was sent out by me (King Ethelred II), with the counsel (advice) of my leading men and magnates (lords), saying that all the Danes (Vikings) who had sprung up in this island, sprouting like weeds amongst the wheat, were to be destroyed by a most just extermination (killing) …”�


�





“In a treacherous plot (a secret plan to harm someone) he (King Ethelred II) ordered all the Danes (the Vikings) who were living peacefully in England to be put to death on the same day, namely (that is) the feast (celebration day) of St Brice. Concerning this crime, in my childhood I heard very old men say that the King had sent secret letters to every city, according to which the English (Saxons) either maimed (wounded) all the unsuspecting Danes (Vikings) on the same day and how with their sword, or suddenly, at the same moment, captured them and destroyed them by fire.”





Henry of Huntingdon writing in about 1150, nearly 150 years after the massacre of Danes on St Brice’s Day,


 on 13th November 1002





In 2008, archaeologists discovered the mass grave of about 35 men in Oxford. They were probably attacked from behind them as they tried to run away. They were quite young and probably very fit. These men ate a lot of sea food and may have been Vikings. 


�





Scientific testing shows that the 35 skeletons of the men killed in Oxford probably died between 960 and 1020 AD.


 


�





“The King (Ethelred II) ordered that all the Danes (Vikings) be killed on St Brice’s day because he had learned that they conspired (plotted) to kill him and his counsellors (advisers) and then take possession of his kingdom.” 


�


Anglo-Saxon Chronicle


This part of the Chronicle may have been written in 1002.








Some historians say that Ethelred probably only ordered the killing of Vikings (Danes) in Southern England (or a small part of it) on St Brice’s Day in 1002, not in the Danelaw where many people came from Viking families. These families had settled in that part of England over a hundred years before. Sometimes people there were a mixture of Viking and Saxon.





Historians disagree about whether there is enough evidence to show that the St Brice’s Day Massacre ever really happened.





The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is made up of lists of dates kept by monks in Saxon monasteries across England. They recorded what they thought were important events for each year. 


�





Sometimes details in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle(s) were added long after the original events happened. The chronicles were often copied several times and writers sometimes made mistakes. We cannot be sure whether information in the Chronicle(s) was written at the time of an event or added later.








The Charter for St Frideswide’s Church is the document that was written in 1004. It is not a later copy.


�





In 1004 King Ethelred gave a charter (an important document to do with the law) to St Frideswide’s Church in Oxford, explaining that it needed to be rebuilt. The charter says that in 1002 the townspeople of Oxford chased Vikings (Danes) into St Frideswide’s Church and set the church on fire. The Vikings died in the fire. 


�








