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Connecting the Dots - getting
students to understand why we
teach about the Holocaust and
other genocides and what they
should study
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STARTER:
The History curriculum is currently under review.
It could be completely changed.

If you were to advise the Curriculum review board,
which 5 events / people / changes would you put
into the National Curriculum as topics that must

be taught by every school?




LO: SHOULD WE TEACH THE
HOLOCAUST IN ENGLISH SCHOOLS?

Good progress:

Identify the reasons supporting each side of the debate
Construct an argument showing understanding of how to
discuss sensitive issues

Excellent progress:

Prioritise and explain the reasons supporting each side of
the debate

“Construct an argument which evaluates the reasons and
comes to a reasoned judgement making use of appropriate
language.
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History

Programme of study for key stage 3 and attainment target
(This is an extract from The Mational Curriculum 2007)

3 Range and content

This section outlines the breadth of the subject on which teachers should
draw when teaching the key concepts and key processes.

European and world history

| the impact of significant political, social, cultural, religious, technological

EIFI-I:|_."EII E-l::-l:lnu:rmn: deuelupments anu:l events on past Eurupean ann:l

wl:lrIn:l sncletles.
| the n::hanglng nature of conflict and cooperation between countries

and peoples and its lasting impact on national, ethnic, racial, u:ultural or
rellglnus ISSUES, mcludlng the nature and |m|:|a::t of the two world wars

an-l:lanc:l the role of European and international institutions
in resolVimgTontlicts.
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Why might some people feel the
Holocaust should NOT be taught?

* Lord Baker, who introduced
National Curriculum in the
1980s has said he does not

believe the Holocaust
should be taught in English
schools.

* Talk to the person next to you:

— What reasons might people give to argue that the
Holocaust should not be taught in English schools?



Arguments against teaching the
Holocaust

On the set of cards you have been given are arguments that
have been made against teaching the Holocaust in schools.

Sort the cards onto the continuum according to how strong
a reason you think they are.

Weak Strong
reason reason

N |IStory.org.u

The voice for history




How would we discuss and share these
ideas sensitively?

* When discussing a sensitive and controversial
topic like the Holocaust, what are the
important things to consider?

Listen to different Try to un.derstand vyhy others
: : have a different point of view
viewpoints

When presenting your own Consider the views of others
view be careful not to offend when explaining why you
others have a particular view

|IStory.org.u
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NOW critiqgue Baker’s argument.
Stop teaching about the holocaust so that children see
Ehe Gelcgml]h Germany in zbetter light, says Lord Baker -
British schools should no longer teach children about the Nazis b“‘e em
think less favourably of modern Germany, the architect of the N\ nWAC W1 ®2%m has

claimed. e E
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Why might some people feel the
Holocaust SHOULD be taught?

* Talk to the person next to you:

—What possible reasons might people give to
argue that the Holocaust should be taught
in English schools?

e Look at what academics and historians have to
say about teaching the Holocaust in schools.

 What arguments do they present in favour of
teaching the Holocaust?

Historical Association | S O r O r l I
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Can we challenge Baker’s view?

Use the ideas we have discussed and the
views of academics and historians to challenge
Lord Baker’s article.

Use the connectives grid to argue effectively.

Use key words to argue persuasively.

What are the key features of ‘writing to
persuade’?

The
Historical Association | S O r O r U
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Persuade the expert

Dr Richard Harris helped to write the 2008
version of the National Curriculum for History

You need to write an email to persuade him
that the Holocaust should remain as
compulsory content on the new National
Curriculum.

He is a very busy man so keep it to under 200
words!

The
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Mew Message

To

From Cc Bcecc

Subject

You must include the
strongest reasons for
keeping the Holocaust,
but you must also try to
argue against the reasons
given not to teach the
Holocaust in English
schools.
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Should the Holocaust be taught in
English schools?

Weak Strong
reason reason

|IStory.org.u




What should be taught about
the Holocaust?

|IStory.org.u
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GCERMAN INVASION
OF POLAND
sEFTEMBEIR 1, 1536
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invaded Poland
September 1, 1939
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Riga ghetto, Latvia
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Warsaw ghetto uprising
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the mass murder of all Jews in Europe, known as the ‘Final Solution’.
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The International Military Tribunal trial of Nazi war criminals at




Leon Greenman speaking to secondary school students



Legacy of the Rwandan genocide
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Why teach Rwanda?

* |tis historically significant because of the
sheer number of people murdered in such a
short time.

* But also because of the way many Western
countries responded to the atrocities.

* The violence and its memory continue to
affect the country and the region.

* The 400,000 survivors still seek justice.

The
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Economic impact
Money, jobs

Social impact
Health, housing, education

The
Historical Association

The voice for history

Political impact
Power, government, elections

How has Rwanda

been affected by
the genocide?

Justice for survivors
Trials, prosecutions,
compensation

|IStory.org.u
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Cecille Mugeni
g4 , y
Read through your survivor’s story.

What do their experiences tell you?

How does this help our understanding of the
impact of the Rwandan genocide?

Why is survivor testimony important?
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